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the Caucasus for an enterprise in Mesopotamia. It was im-
probable that the concentration could take place until the
winter, when the Bussians in the Caucasus and in North
West Persia would be immobilised by the snow, but
the courses which were open to the enemy had to be carefully
considered. It was possible for the Turks either to attack
General Maude's force in Mesopotamia while containing the
Russians in Persia, or, alternatively, to hold up General
Maude on the Tigris while making an advance into the heart
of Persia,, towards Afghanistan and India. Of the two alterna-
tives, an offensive against the British in Mesopotamia seemed
to promise less costly and more certain results than an
advance into Persia, which from a military standpoint
offered poor opportunities for exploitation. There was no
actual indication that the enemy intended to carry out any
operation on such a scale, but the contingency was one which
had to be taken into account.
If the enemy decided upon an offensive in Mesopotamia, it
was open to him either to attack the Tigris Corps with the
object of driving it down the river, or of pinning it to its
ground, with the object of advancing on Basra by way of the
Euphrates.
In this strategical situation one point, at least was clear—•
by remaining inert on the Tigris General Maude would sur-
render every vestige of strategical initiative. The question
he had to ask himself was, would it not be better to move—to
advance or to retreat—instead of " staying put" to await
attack.
The policy of His Majesty's Government was strictly de-
fensive ; it had been specifically stated that no importance was
attached to the capture of Kut or to the oecuptaion of Bagh-
dad. This policy could be enforced at least as effectively
from Amara as from Sannaiyat. As we have seen in con-
sidering this question previously, strategically, tactically and
administratively, the balance of argument was on the side of
withdrawal—that is, so long as policy remained consistent.
But policy did not remain consistent. In India, appre-
hensions about the attitude of Persia and Afghanistan and
anxieties over the extension of the war eastwards, racked
the political and military headquarters. Swayed by the
Viceroy's representations, and anxious for any success, the
War Committee began to waver towards a semi-offensive
policy of attacking the Turks and defeating them in detail
on the Tigris before they could concentrate for an offensive.
It was Mt that such a movement would appear to have the

